OPENING MESSAGE BY Executive Secretary e-MFP - Christoph Pausch

Dear Guests and Colleagues,

| am delighted to welcome you to the 8th European Research Conference on Microfinance organised by the
University of Bergamo in collaboration with the Centre for European Research in Microfinance (CERMi) and
supported by e-MFP. e-MFP is a network of about 120 members working in microfinance and financial
inclusion worldwide. Founded in November 2006, it represents the specialised stakeholder groups of the
sector, including investors, consultants and support service providers, financial institutions, multilateral and
national development agencies, NGOs and researchers. With a dual role as both member-based network and
quasi think-tank, e-MFP’s mission is to bring together all stakeholders in the financial inclusion sector in order
to facilitate knowledge creation and sharing, foster collaboration and partnerships, and promote and
ultimately shape financial inclusion globally.

Building on the successes of seven fantastic conferences over the past 15 years, this event has become a
well-established come-together in the financial inclusion calendar and it is great to see how it is so well-
supported by both practitioners and academics in the financial inclusion community.

Over the three days of this year’s conference, we will be welcoming around 90 delegates from all over the
world. It is a pleasure to have such an interesting and vibrant community of scholars taking part in what
promises to be a rich and varied programme of events in the wonderful city of Bergamo, and | hope and am
confident that your stay will be worthwhile in promoting ongoing research collaborations and contributing
to interesting future project opportunities.

| would like to say a special thank you to the organising team of the University of Bergamo lead by Laura
Vigano and Davide Castellani who made this 8th European Research Conference on Microfinance become a
reality and | look forward to meeting many of you in person over the coming three days. In the meantime, |
wish you a stimulating and enjoyable conference.
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