OPENING MESSAGE BY THE RECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BERGAMO - PROF. SERGIO CAVALIERI
Dear Guests and Colleagues,

On behalf of the entire university, | extend my greetings to this community of researchers united by a passion
for microfinance, a topic very dear to the University of Bergamo. This subject has been and continues to be
a focus of study and training within the FinDev research group of our CESC research center.

This theme is perfectly aligned to the new strategy of our university, which has identified sustainability—
certainly environmental, but also social in a broad sense—as one of its main pillars. Inclusive finance and
microfinance, therefore, are fully integrated into our efforts to promote a fair and more equitable world,
ensuring that transition processes are adequately managed. The University of Bergamo aims to foster strong
interaction with the local territory, and more broadly, through a dense network of international relations, to
support social and human development. Currently, among other initiatives, we are heavily focusing on our
connections with Africa, a continent where we implemented significant actions and where Italian foreign
policy is also investing through the enhancement of training and research activities.

This approach is not limited to inclusive finance but extends to other disciplines at our university. At Unibg,
we have eight departments: the most historic one deals with Foreign Languages and Literatures, but we also
offer Letters and Philosophy, Human and Social Sciences, Engineering (management and applied sciences),
Economics, Management, and Law. We currently have 20,000 enrolled students, including 1,500 foreign
students.

We operate within what we call a dispersed campus, with locations spread throughout the city to engage
directly with the local community and institutions, learning from them but contributing to them as well.

Despite this apparent fragmentation, Unibg promotes interdisciplinary interaction in both research and
collaboration with the territory, facilitated by Research Centers that bring together diverse forces on specific
themes. Microfinance is one such example.

Today, we are in the former convent of Sant'Agostino, in this magnificent deconsecrated church. The
colleagues who organized this event wanted you to experience this beauty, as an inspiration for the three
days of work ahead. The other two days will be held at the Department of Management, less artistically rich
but appreciated for its functionality and proximity to the city center.

In addition to wishing you a productive work, | hope you take this opportunity to become curious about our
university. Our international network is quite ample and is growing fast, and we are constantly looking for
further international interactions on the conference theme and beyond.

Finally, don't miss the chance to explore at least a bit of our city—both the unique upper town and the vibrant
modern part.

Thank you for your attention.
Sergio Cavalieri
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